July 7th, 2002
Hi Gavin

Even though you left only 2 days ago, I will still write to you as it takes a week or so to get to you and you may feel like getting a letter by then. I normally start with your letter and then modify it for everyone else. But this week, I began with Leonie’s letter. To write this letter, I used one from last July as a template (to minimise formatting a new letter). I also read it and it was quite interesting– some of the things I wrote about did not seen to be a year ago!

It was good to have you here. You actually had quite a long leave – about 3 weeks in total. Told Leonie, Nadine, Nana and Granddad of some of the things that you did. This included your visit to Shatin College and talking with Mr Service. Also mentioned that you were able to use the gym and the pool. Also that one of my swims was when you were there. Actually I did not know you were there until I heard a voice call out “Rex!” and then, I didn’t recognise your voice and only found that it was you when I turned around. I must tell you that for the first week or so I was a bit tense with you. I was careful how I chose my words knowing as you reacted rather strongly at times. But later, when you accepted that I make mistakes, get things wrong and do stupid things, it was actually very enjoyable talking with you. I was thinking of you during your flight back to the US. I will not mention to others about the bus driver even though I thought it was nice of him. Also mentioned in the letters to others that you and David watched the HK$3.5 million fireworks display over the harbour. from the Peak. Did you know that the theme of this year’s display dealt with HK’s history with relevant accompanying music, British and Chinese? I also told people about the drug scam at Camp Lejeune.


As you know, I will be going to Singapore next Sunday for 4 days. This, I think, is mainly to visit some schools that have not adopted my Science books. But I can really ill-afford the time off – need it for writing. While in Singapore, I will not do any exercise – just have a rest. Did I tell you that last Wednesday I only managed 12 laps as the pool was closed early because a thunderstorm warning was issued? No thunderstorm near Tin Shui Wai, but they closed it anyway. Still I had not been intending to do many laps so doing fewer was OK, but I admit I did some fast laps after they first told me to get out in order to get a reasonable swim. I have been focussing on my style and it seems to be improving. 

The Cathay Pacific Airways pilots dispute is in the news ago. (The letter at this time last year also talked about the dispute.) The 21 or so pilots who were sacked are taking the airline to court for wrongfully dismissing them because they belonged to a union. Some are even claiming financial hardship – ha ha! as they are very well paid. Also, the airline is hiring new pilots and part of the contract is that they are not allowed to join any union. This seems like a 19th century management style if you ask me. I think Singapore Airlines is even tougher on its crews, particularly cabin crews. 

This afternoon, an estimated 30 000 civil servants will be marching in the streets to protest against the way the government has been handling their pay cuts. 

The walls of the suite here are going mouldy! I think the mould spores are being spread through the air conditioning system as one of the worst spots is by the air-con outlet. They will paint the walls and I will probably get them to do it while I am in Singapore. But painting, of course, does not really solve the problem. 

So, that’s about it for now. Not too bad considering that there is no new news to tell you.

Miss you. Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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